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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces the 25" Gala Music Series 


“The area’s most impressive chamber music series...a kind of smorgasbord of events ranging from 
ancient music to the most recent scores.”’ —-Chamber Music America 


CLEVELAND (July 15, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announces the 25" anniversary of its 
highly acclaimed Gala Music Series with an eight-performance series from October 2004 to April 2005. The 
concert series will be held in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium on Wednesday nights at 7:30 p.m. with the final 
concert featuring a tribute to legendary castrato Farinelli performed by Rebel with special guest Derek Lee Ragin 
on Wednesday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. 


For more information about the Gala events call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org/musicalarts. 





Highlights of the season include debut performances by violinist Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg with the virtuosi 
duo-guitar team of Sérgio and Odair Assad; the vocal ensemble Pomerium from New York; and countertenor 
Derek Lee Ragin with the period instrument ensemble Rebel. Returning by popular demand is the Vermeer Quartet 
to continue its All-Beethoven Quartet series. 

Pre concert lectures by noted scholars take place in the Recital Hall one hour before each concert. 

Subscription packages can be purchased through the CMA ticket center or by calling 1-888-CMA-0033. 
Subscribers save up to 42 percent off the full ticket price and receive advanced information about upcoming 


concerts and email updates. 


The 2004-05 season lineup includes: 


Wednesday, Oct. 13, 7:30 p.m. 
The Vermeer String Quartet 


With performances in practically every major city in North America, Europe, and Australia, the Vermeer has 
achieved international stature as one of the world’s finest ensembles. Formed in 1969 at Marlboro, the quartet has 
since performed at most of the prestigious festivals from Tanglewood to the Casals Festival. 


The Vermeer continues its fifth installment of Beethoven String Quartets including F Major, Op.18, No.1; A 
Major, Op.18, No.5; C Major, Op.59, No.3. 


Wednesday, Nov. 3, 7:30 p.m. 
Pomerium with Alexander Blachly, director 
Music from the Burgundian Courts of Philip the Bold, John the Fearless and Philip the Good 


Called “One of the finest early-music ensembles in the country, and perhaps the world.” By the New York Times, 
Pomerium revives the golden age of a cappella singing. Acclaimed for its luminous sound, the ensemble features 
some of the finest singers in the country and performs frequently in New York at such venues as the Metropolitan 


(more) 
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Museum of Art, The Cloisters, the Pierpont Morgan Library, the Frick Collection and Music Before 1800. The 
Grammy-nominated ensemble also performs across the United States and abroad. 


Presented in conjunction with the Art from the Court of Burgundy exhibition. 
Works by Machaut, Tapissier, Cordier, Grenon, Binchois, Du Fay, Power, Ockeghem and Busnoys. 


Wednesday, Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m. 
The Ferrara Ensemble, Crawford Young, director 
Trés Riches Heures: Gothic Music for the Valois Dukes 


The Ferrara Ensemble presents late medieval/early Renaissance music with a distinctive vocal sound described in 
Gramophone as “luscious...almost unbelievably sensuous.” Based in Switzerland, this group is one of the world’s 
premiere music ensembles. In residence at the famed Schola Cantorum Basiliensis, Ferrara’s program features 
period dances including ballads, rondeaux and other works from composers associated with the courts of the 
Burgundian Dukes Philip the Bold, John the Fearless and John of Berry. 


Wednesday, Feb. 2, 7:30 p.m. 

Christopheren Nomura with the Cavani String Quartet, Modus Ensemble and Tim Weiss, director and 
pianist (TBA) 

Nomura, an American baritone, has been described by the Boston Globe as “a face to watch and a voice to hear. 
His musical intentions are both subtle and direct. He has a wonderfully expressive face and a first-class baritone 
voice—warm, robust and clear.” A first-place winner in the International Vocal Competition in Salzburg, Austria, 
and recipient of the J. William Fulbright grant to pursue musical studies in Germany, Nomura has given over 100 
recitals in North America and has also performed in France, Germany, Austria, Italy and England. 


Christ6pheren Nomura presents three “sonic” contexts, including a performance with the string quartet, piano and 
chamber ensemble. 


Works by Francis Poulenc (Le bal masqué) 
Schubert (select songs) 
Barber (Dover Beach) 


Wednesday, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m. 
Concertante Chamber Players 


The musicians of Concertante, outstandingly gifted young Juilliard graduates who have won major national and 
international music competitions, have graced the premiere stages of the world from New York’s Carnegie Hall to 
London’s Royal Festival Hall to Shanghai’s Grand Theatre. ““Concertante’s performance is white hot, so intensely 
felt and so superbly realized technically as to be almost beyond praise; they create their own benchmark...,” says 
BBC Music Magazine 


Works by Arnold Schoenberg (Verkldrte Nacht) 
Jennifer Chen (Nine) 
Johannes Brahms (String Sextet in G major, Op.36) 


Wednesday, March 23, 7:30 p.m. 
Nadia Salerno-Sonnenberg, violin with Sergio and Odair Assad, guitar 


Brazilian born siblings Sergio and Odair Assad, today’s foremost guitar duo, and acclaimed violinist Nadia 
Salerno-Sonnenbberg, winner of the prestigious Avery Fisher prize, team to form a trio of classically trained 
musicians performing original music inspired by various gypsy melodies from Europe and the Middle East. 
“Supplementing the astonishing intimacy of their own musical linkage, [the Assads] connect with Salerno— 
Sonnenberg with a pure musicality that defined the essence of what quality chamber music is about,” says the New 
York Times. 


(more) 
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Wednesday, April 6, 7:30 p.m. 
The Peabody Trio with Walter Van Dyke, actor 


Playing with its signature intensity, producing what the New York Times calls its “beautifully polished, lush 
sound,” The Peabody Trio has become one of the leading piano trios in the world. Whether they are finding 
something new to say about the origins of the piano trio repertoire in Haydn, or singing along in a fresh piece by 
Aaron Jay Kernis, the musicians in the Peabody bring what the Washington Post describes as “the romantic fervor 
of the early 20" century greats” to every performance. 


Works by Mozart (Trio in B-flat, K.502) 
Harold Meltzer (Sinbad) 
Tchaikovsky (TBA) 


Wednesday, April 20, 7:30 p.m. 
Rebel with special guest Derek Lee Ragin, countertenor 
An Angel’s Voice: The Legend of Farinelli 


Rebel joins special guest countertenor Derek Lee Ragin in a presentation of a tribute to the great 18" century 
castrato Farinelli (aka Carlo Broschi, 1705-1782), whose voice was thought to have cured the depression of 
Spain’s King Philip the Fifth. The program recreates the drama through arias, cantatas and instrumental music by 
Handel, Vivaldi, Broschi, Porpora and Telemann. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and promotional 
support from WCLV 104.9 FM. The Gala Series is also promoted, in part, by an award from the National 
Endowment of Arts. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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